Main results -In women the BMI seemed to be significantly inversely associated with the level of education of the partner, the number of cups of coffee consumed, and number of cigarettes smoked a day. In addition, the BMI ofwomen was positively related to BMI of their mothers. Together these variables explained 18 categories: 0, 1, 2, and 3 or more children. Size of the family of origin was categorised into three levels: 1-2, 3-4, and 5 or more children.
Three levels of education were distinguished: (1) primary school, low secondary school level and low vocational training (low level); (2) (4) professional workers (high status). . 7 The correlations of BMI of the subject with BMI of his/her family members are displayed in table 2. Only the BMI of the mother seemed significantly positively associated with BMI of the female subject (r=0 18). In the women the educational level of the partner, consumption of coffee, smoking status, and the BMI of the mother predicted the BMI independently of each other (table 3) . Together they explained 18 0% of the total variability in BMI. The effect of their own educational level on the BMI of the men disappeared when adjustments for age and smoking were made. As no significant linear correlation was found between smoking status and BMI, as well as between the size of the family of origin and BMI (results not shown), both were introduced into the regression analysis as dummy variables. 
